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stone elephant eat the sugarcane. So saying, he looked
at the elephant and lo! In a moment, the elephant rolled
its eye,  saw all around, raised its trunk, shrieked and
then plucked the pearl necklace from the king's neck and
swallowed it. The king's orderlies approached the
Siddha menacingly and later asked them to stop. They
were unable to move further. He regretted his folly and
prostrated before the Siddha and apologised. The
Siddha then blessed him with a son and the
elephant also disgorged the pearl necklace and put it
on the king's neck. It again became a stone elephant
as before. The Siddha also instantaneously disappeared
from the scene.

The king concluded that this was a Lee/a of the
Lord Somasundareswara. He regretted his folly which
had closed his mind and eyes to the Lee/a vibuthi of the
Lord. The king then begot a son vikrama by name. He
passed away soon after.

22. KILLING THE ELEPHANT SENT
BY JAIN

Vikkrama Pandya was ruling his kingdom effh
ciently. He put the Saiva religion on strong foundations
by weeding out the newly sprung Buddhism and Jainism.
He built a new temple adjacent to the Indira Vimana of
Lord Somasundareswara and installed the idol of the
sidddha therein. He was worshipping it regularly.

The contemporary chola king, who was in
Kancheapuram, embraced Jainism, became acrimonious
towards Vikkrama pandya. He however, did not have the